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CHART #1 
 

THE CARNAL CHRISTIAN THEORY 
(Incorrect Theology) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVED  

“Carnal Man” 
 

Not filled with the Holy 
Spirit 

 
Lives like the Unsaved 

1 Cor. 3:1-4 

SAVED 
 

UNSAVED 

“Soulish” or 
“Natural Man” 

 
No Holy Spirit 

 
1 Cor. 2:14 

“Spiritual Man” 
 

Filled with the Holy Spirit 
 

Fruit of the Spirit 
 

1 Cor. 2:15;   3:1 

ISSUE:  The Carnal Christian Theory teaches that a Christian can fall into 
a permanent state of sin and never repent—but he is still saved because of 
the doctrine of Eternal Security.  The wayward Christian will receive 
divine discipline and lose rewards, but he will be saved no matter how he 
lives because he once trusted in Christ. 

TERMINOLOGY:  The term 
“Carnal Christian” comes from 
the King James translation of 1 
Cor. 3:1-4. 


